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June and her late husband Ian (Cat Daddy) started the GCH rescue 15 years ago, and she has been
rescuing and rehoming cats and kittens in need ever since. June has a dedicated team of
volunteers, an amazing website, Facebook, Twitter and Insta pages, some wonderful foster
parents, and superb support from Voo Vets. Starting with two cats June now has 13 permanent
rescue residents, as well as 8 cats of her own, and 4 in long-term foster care. In 2021, there were
145 cat adoptions and 75 kittens. This year so far there have been 86 cats and 71 kittens adopted.
The rescue work is 24/7 and it thrives thanks to June’s commitment, expertise, care and love of
our feline friends, along with fantastic support from our amazing followers. Thanks to June and
all of you, GCH really is a very special place: a cat sanctuary.

Symon: lost and found!
On Saturday 20 August, our lovely mascot Symon went out of the cat flap at
about 8.30 pm on his evening wanderings, and we were surprised that he didn’t
come home that night, as he always sleeps on June’s bed. The next day we were
out car booting early in the morning, but when we came home at midday and
Symon had still not returned, we became very worried. It was so unlike him to
stay away from home - he likes to wander up and down the road and visit the
local pub, but he doesn’t usually go any further than that. On Sunday, we put
out appeals widely on local social media, but we heard nothing. Then June
received a tip from a local friend, that a woman from the pub may have taken
him home to the Auriol Park area on Saturday night, thinking that he was a stray.
We promptly organised a search party in that area on Monday and we were
touched when over 50 people turned out to help us search and to put up posters
and deliver flyers. The pub management also
began looking at their CCTV footage to help us.
By Monday evening, there was still no sign of Symon, but the pub
had identified the lady in question, and we had spoken to her. She
had indeed taken Symon, but she thought better of it when she got
him home where she had two dogs, and she released him outside
her house. Unfortunately, he was in an unfamiliar area, so there was
still no sign of him. Then at about 10pm, miraculously, a woman and
her son in Grafton Park Road contacted us to say that Symon was in
their house! He had wandered in at about 6.30 that evening and,
when he didn’t look like leaving, they looked on Next Door app and

saw our appeal. We were so relieved to find him, and June was over the moon; she had been
distraught that he was missing.
Symon is one of June’s most precious rescue cats. He first came to us with a
badly broken front leg in 2015, having been found in a burnt-out car. About
a year later he tore the cruciate ligaments in his back leg and he had to have
a second operation. His back leg will always be weak and stiff as a result.
Symon is the heart of our rescue. He is known as Inspector Symon because
he loves to inspect anything and everything which arrives (which is a lot of
stuff!). He is so good with visitors and the other cats, and he loves getting
into people’s cars! He likes to potter up and down the road, and visit the pub,
but he does also sometimes wee on things he shouldn’t! We all adore him
and are so pleased he is home.
Thank you so much to Linda & George for
finding and taking care of Symon, and thank
you to all those of you who turned out to help
us find him. Symon was subdued for a few days, but he seems to
be fine again now. There is now a framed photo of him in the pub
with his name and address so that it doesn’t happen again!

The Brambles
On 14 August we were taken by surprise when a lady from Epsom turned
up on our doorstep with 5 tiny kittens, which had been found covered in
brambles, dirt and flies. The finders and their neighbours were very
concerned as there had been no sign of mum for over a day and the
kittens were crying loudly. They all kept watch for mum for the next
couple of weeks but, sadly, she did not return. We took the kittens in, and
June began bottle feeding them every 2 hours. At first all seemed to be
going quite well but within 24 hours, during a feed and toilet session, we
discovered fly maggots coming out of the ears, belly buttons and bottoms
of 4 of the kittens. The kittens were victims of ‘fly-strike’ which is a painful
and sometimes fatal condition, where newly-hatched maggots were growing inside their orifices.
We rushed them straight to Voo Vets, who promptly admitted them to intensive care for three
days and painstakingly removed all the maggots one-by-one. We thought we were going to lose
them, but miraculously the Bramble kittens turned a corner and are now back at the rescue with
us.
Four of the kittens (Bramble, Blackberry, Logan, and Teasel) are now feeding really well. The
tiniest one, Briar, is more challenging but we hope she will improve over time. It is still touch and
go with all of them as they had such a difficult start in life, but they are now putting on weight
and feeding every 3 hours. We are hopeful that they will all survive. June is caring for them 24/7.

British Citizens Award
Early this year, one of our followers, Sarah Mortimer, nominated June for
a British Citizen Award for Services to the community. We were so
delighted that June was honoured with this well-deserved award in July
and now has the letters BCAc after her name and is included in the Roll of
Honour for July 2022. As one of only 25 recipients each year, we are
incredibly proud of her and her work. Thank you to Gail and Councillor
Graham Jones who sent in such lovely testimonials on June’s behalf.
On Thursday 7 July, accompanied by Lee, Margaret & Brenda, June had afternoon tea at
Palace of Westminster, and received her medal from BBC broadcaster Naga Munchetty, who
cried when talking about the rescue. We were then treated to an open top bus tour around
London, and an awards ceremony at Church House, where there were more tears. June thanked
everyone who supports the rescue in her speech and reserved special praised for all the
volunteers who help out on a regular basis and for her late husband Ian. It was a wonderful day.

Radio Jackie
Following on from the British Citizens Award,
we were delighted to welcome Jacqueline Kerr,
from Radio Jackie, to the rescue on 16 July for
an interview with June. Jacqueline was
delighted to meet all the cats and was very
impressed with the work we do!

Royal Garden Party
On Saturday 4 June, we all loved celebrating the historic
Platinum Jubilee weekend, with a Royal Garden Party, and a
fantastic time was had by all!! There was a special guest
appearance by Queen Elizabeth Fraser, and Steve made the
most amazing Jubilee cake! The cats all loved seeing the
visitors and got lots of love and attention.

Over The Rainbow Bridge
Emma
Emma came to us July 2019 with two other cats, Purdey and Tara,
after her owner went into a nursing home. Originally, we were told
she was between 2 and 4, but it turned out she was at least 15. The
vets were unable to tell for sure as Emma only had one tooth! Emma
had constant diarrhoea and a severely bowed back, due to arthritis,
so Julie agreed to keep her as a long-term foster cat. It would not
have been easy to rehome her! Julie and Emma were devoted to
each other.
Emma quickly made herself at home at Julie’s and she certainly
ruled the roost. She made friends with resident cats Bailey and Ollie, and she
loved to have a fuss made of her, even if she just purred and dribbled over
Julie in response. Emma loved her cat trees (she was surprisingly agile), and
especially her toys. Her favourite foods were prawns, turkey and Julie’s roast
dinners, which she absolutely loved. She could be a bit grumpy if she was
hungry!! At night-time she would follow Julie to bed and demand attention.
She was not keen on being brushed or going to the vet though, and she might
give you a gummy nip if you tried! Emma also had a love-hate relationship
with new kitten, Memma – although Emma was happy to make friends,
Memma can be a little madam at times!!

In April 2021, we discovered that Emma had a mass growing, and by July the
mass was bigger and she was losing weight. She was diagnosed with cancer and
began steroid injections to help manage the effects of the tumour.
Unfortunately, this lowered her immunity, so in April 2022, she also had a
respiratory infection and was showing signs of dementia. By July, Emma was
completely incontinent and her dementia was worse, so Julie made the heartbreaking decision to have Emma put to sleep. Emma has left a huge hole behind
her, but we are grateful for the memories and the love and care that Julie was
able to give her, while she was with us. RIP, Emma.

Holby Kitty
We have so many cats and kittens through our doors, that inevitably from time to time we come
across some serious and unusual health issues. We are fortunate to have access to excellent
surgeons at Voo Vets and generous supporters who help out when we need extra assistance for
such unexpected and difficult circumstances. As you all know, vet bills are our biggest source of
stress. Last year we ran up £50,000 worth of treatment! This year, we have already had a number
of issues to deal with, here are some of our stories:

Kenzie
Lovely Kenzie went in for her standard spay at the beginning
of August. However, when they intubated, they found two
tears in her trachea, and she needed an emergency operation
to mend the tears. This was a life-threatening situation, so we
fundraised the money for the operation to save her. Kenzie is
now recovering well with her new owner, but she will take
months to recuperate.

Babooshka
Sweet Babooshka was 10 years old and pregnant when she came to us. She gave
birth to 4 kittens (one stillborn) but retained her placenta and so needed an
emergency spay. She is a wonderful mum who is recovering well with her
beautiful babies, and is also fostering Sophia. Babooshka has already found her
forever home (with her daughter Razzie) and will go there when she has
finished nursing her new babies.

Lulu
Lulu had her standard spay operation but then she developed an
abscess at the wound site which burst. Fortunately, her experienced
foster mum Natasha was on the case straight away, so she & Lee did
a midnight run to Voo Vets hospital in Surbiton. Lulu is now
recovering well.

Memma
Memma, is our hermaphrodite kitten who has a number of health issues
due to her internal organs not being in the correct place. Most recently
she needed an anal glands operation, as she was terribly uncomfortable
and sore. Memma is recovering well, and her foster mum Julie is looking
after her on a long-term basis.

Kamran
Kamran has now had two negative coronavirus tests, and he is on specialist
biscuits for his IBS. His tummy has been good for over a month now, but he
needs ongoing testing for his condition and special foster care.

Dodo
Dodo was surrendered to us with diabetes as his owner was struggling to
cope with the injections. Once we got Dodo’s diabetes under control, his
weight was down and his glucose curves normal, we were able to return
him to his owner and show her how to manage his condition on her own.
She had missed him so much. Thanks to our wonderful foster mum Natasha
who took the time to work out what was best for him, and still liaises with
his owner now.

Rufus
Rufus had an unusual and bad reaction to his first vaccine, so we rushed him
to hospital with really high temperature. He is now in foster care while he
recovers, where he is doing really well.

Lula
Lula was our long-term patient who stayed with us to
recover from her leg injury when she was caught in a trap.
All told, she was with us for over four months, but her leg
healed wonderfully well. Towards the end of her stay with
us, the poor little thing was in heat once a fortnight, and
we gave her special healing with Erica to help keep her
calm. After her neutering in June, Lula was able to return
home to her delighted owner Molly in early July. We
loved having Lula with us, and Voo Vets did an amazing
job in saving her leg. We were so grateful for the financial
support from our supporters who helped us raise the
money for her care.

Benny
We knew something was wrong recently when Benny stopped
eating! We were worried that he might somehow have broken his
jaw. It transpired he had a burst molar, and the shards were
poking the nerves in his gum. Eventually he had 5 teeth out. He
has now recovered well, and back enjoying his food, particularly
Steve’s chicken! No one likes a visit to the dentist!

Sophia
Sophia was surrendered to us after an unfortunate accident at her owner’s home.
She had a tail-pull injury, which may well have paralysed both her back legs. There is
some movement in her tail, which is encouraging, but we won’t know the full extent
of the damage for a few months. Sophia is an adorable little girl who is currently
nursing with Babooshka. If her injuries are permanent, she will stay with us.

Kittens Galore!
Queens & their babies:
We have been so lucky to have 13 feeding Queens with us at the rescue in recent months: Noella: and
her pasta litter; Charlotte and the Top Gun litter; Ferne with Flora & Forrest; Tabbi with the Tiger litter;
Dexy & her daughter Shona with the Midnight Runners; Babooshka & her daughter Razzie with the Russian
litter; Roxy with the R litter; Zhu Zhu with the Light litter; Livy with the Spice girls; Milli and her litter and
with Foster mum Julie: Solar with the Planet litter; Fizz with the Soda litter and Chelsea with her Flower
Show babies. Here are some of them:

Cougar & Jester
Noella & Pasta litter

Phoenix

Maverick

Roxy & R litter
Flora & Forrest
Babooshka & litter
Dexy, Shona & litter

Mercury
Saturn

Pluto
Jupiter

Fanta
Neptune

Tango

Pepsi

Hampton
Zhu & Silvio

Tatton

Tabbi & Tigers

Wisley

Hyde
Sporty

Ginger

Posh

Baby

Here are some of the other lovely kittens who were surrendered to us recently, all of whom have all now
found their forever homes:

Wills
Arabella

Bethany

Whitney

The Car litter

Candy

Kenzie

Razzie
Benjamin

Naga

Double Trouble!
We have been fortunate to be able to rehome some gorgeous pairs in the last few months to
wonderful, loving homes. Meet Venus and Atlas (Cornish & Devon Rex), Thalia and Oscar
(Birmans), Molly & Portia (Persians), Tabby & Toby (lovely moggies), Otis & Remy (Sphinxes).

Thalia & Oscar

Molly

Venus & Atlas

Otis & Remy

Portia

Tabby

Toby

Our latest lovely pair is shy Dobby and playful Prince (Persians) who will be up for adoption when
they are ready:

Dobby

Prince

Cat Chronicles
Although the focus has been on kittens recently, we have had a number of lovely cats these last
three months, all with their own bittersweet stories, who have also now found their forever
homes. Here are some of them:

Toulouse

Kitty
Tuppence

Pumpkin

Elm
Charlie
Pip

Nellie

Kate

Tommy
Luka

Ferne

Babooshka
Prince Zorrin

Lilly

Charlotte
Della

GCH International
Julia update: Julia and her five kittens are being cared for by our friend Xristiana at her
rescue in Greece. Julia’s spine was broken in May when she was attacked by dogs when pregnant,
and Xristiana has been caring for her and her babies ever since. Xristiana had to bottle feed the
babies herselfand had to cope with a Giardia outbreak, so it has been a long, hard slog.

Julia’s five kittens have now had their second vaccination and are
doing really well. They are just over 3 months old and still feeding
from their lovely mum and playing all the time. Julia still has no
feeling in her hind legs, and she will have to be expressed twice a
day for the rest of her life, but she can run like the wind with her
front legs. Overall Julia and her little family are doing really well
though it was touch and go there for a while with all of them. Julia
will stay with her rescue mum Xristiana in Greece but her five
adorable kittens will be coming over here at the end of September
to look for their forever homes. Juia is so grateful for the financial and emotional support she has
received from the GCH community and our friend Flavia at Cat Rescue UK.

Sponsorship
Some of our cats cannot be rehomed because of illness, old age, disability, anxiety or the
difficult circumstances from which they were rescued. They are all rescue cats and live under
the permanent protection of GCH and there are currently 13 with June and four (Memma,
Barclay, Kentucky and Kamran) in long-term foster care with Julie, Linda, Lindsay and Mel.
Thank you to those of you who sponsor them monthly. Please see the website if you are
interested in sponsorship. Here are the cats you can sponsor:

Millie (5)

Symon [8]

Shiloh (4)

Gabby (3)

Charlie (9)

Gracie (3)

Ellie May (4)

Benny (8)
Lily (3)

Hope [1]

Barclay [16]

Lizzie (6)

Fudge [17]

Memma [1]

Salzi [13]

Kentucky [4]

Kamran [1]

Fostering at GCH
If you are interested in fostering, please fill out the application form on the Fostering page of our
website and email it to us on team@gingercathouserecuse.co.uk.
This year we have had an enormous number of cats staying with our foster parents. Without
their help, all of these kitties would have been in trouble as the rescue was full. Huge thanks this
last quarter to:
Julie, Lindsey, Steve, Mel, Linda, Keeley, Karla, Natasha, Kasia, Arco & Kiki, Charlie, Laura and to
our newest foster mums Brenda and Gaynor.

Fundraising & Support
Fundraising is a huge part of the work we do at GCH. Last year alone we had over £50,000 of vet
bills and the work and day-to-day care is ongoing. We have a number of initiatives, such as Ping
A Pound, which enable us to keep looking after our feline friends 24/7 all year round. We are so
grateful for the fantastic support of our followers who are incredible generous with their financial
donations as well as food, toys and cat furniture & treats. We couldn’t manage without them.

Fundraising & Events
One of the things we really enjoy at GCH is the events we hold to meet supporters and raise
money for the rescue. It is so lovely that our supporters can come to meet the cats and see the
work we do first-hand.
In June we held a very successful Yard Sale, followed by Cat Cafés in June, July and August.
It is so wonderful to meet people face-to-face, and to get to know potential adopters. The
resident cats certainly love all the attention they get!

Car Booting
Every Sunday from March to October, (except bank holidays) we go car booting at Hook Road
Arena to raise funds for the rescue. It is not easy work, but it is good fun for our close-knit team
of volunteers, and it is very rewarding. Our loyal supporters including Lisa, Elaine, Colin & Sophie,
and Sue cover our pitch fees and we make £200-£400 per week on sales. We are so grateful to
everyone who donates items and comes along to support us. Lee & Steve look after the rescue
while we are away. Interesting visitors at our stall this year have included a parrot and a pet duck,
and we have received compliments for our impressive colour coding!!

Socials
We are very lucky to have over 10,900 followers on Facebook,
but we are also delighted that out Instagram & Twitter
accounts now both have over 400 followers! This is all thanks to
Nina, our social media guru, who regularly updates both sites with
photos and news. Please follow us!
Facebook: @gingercathouse118
Twitter: @ginger_rescue
Instagram: @thegingercathouserescue
Link tree: @gingercathouse

Volunteers
Daily Volunteers
Every morning, our daily volunteers come to clean the pens and look after the cats and kittens.
This Daily Volunteer group is run by Kym, who comes herself on a Friday, and includes Amanda,
Margaret, Joanna, Laura, Gaynor, Richeall, Karla, Ellen, Lynn, Susan and Nicola. They have great
fun competing for Hope’s affections and taking photos of Lizzie! We love looking at their photos,
and we are so grateful for their hard work. Joanna is also our House photographer, and we get
loads of wonderful photos from her. Their hard work is invaluable and makes sure that the rescue
is spick and span, and the cats are cared for and comfortable.

Hook Road Arena Volunteers
Every Sunday morning during car boot season (March-October) we are lucky to have a hardy
group of volunteers led by Margaret who assist June at Hook Road Arena from 7am-12pm. We
couldn’t manage it without them and so our heartfelt thanks to: Margaret, Helen, Vanessa,

Louise, Sally, Richeall, Siobhan, Michaela, Rachel, Amanda, Elaine, Patsy, Keeley, Kiki & Arco. They
have also been wonderful in helping us prepare for the Summer Bazaar.

Cat Café Volunteers
In addition, we have some wonderful volunteers who have supported the Core Volunteers at the
Cat Café’s including Helen, Richeall, Amanda, Fabia, Loraine, Julia, Helen, Lynn, Natasha, Laura,
Denise, Chelsea, Melanie, Eloise, Susan, Christine, Michelle, Nicola, and Cari. Thank you for all
your help looking after our guests!

Dates for your Diaries
The next big date for your diary is the Summer Bazaar on 10 September
at the rescue. The main Bazaar will be in the back garden but there will
be cat items for sale in the front yard. Thank you so much to our Car Boot
volunteers who have spent hours sorting and pricing items for us,
including over the Bank Holiday. We are incredibly grateful for their help.
There will be something for everyone: bathing & beauty; jewellery;
cosmetics; household items; gifts; glassware; cat food, beds, baskets,
trees etc. Come along if you can: 10am-4pm.

